
Ordinary Time 17 - A - 1 
1 Kgs 3:5,7-12; Rom 8:28-30, Mt 13:44-52 (44-46) 

 Life seems to present to us many problems and struggles that don’t make sense.  

Somewhere inside we all know that these struggles and problems are an inevitable part of life, 

but somewhere else inside we secretly want God to change this reality.  We pray to God that we 

will be immune from the normal course of human struggles, that we will not suffer illness or be 

disappointed, or be betrayed by friends.  When these things occur, we have a tendency to be 

upset with God saying “Why did God let that happen” “Why didn’t God do ‘this’ or Why didn’t 

God do ‘that’”.   This is a very human tendency and quite normal.  Many of us may deny that we 

have this deep-down tendency to second guess God’s wisdom - you may even say “oh no, I don’t 

think I am wiser than God, ... but ... don’t you think it would be better if God stopped all the bad 

people from doing the things I know to be wrong (while not taking away any of my free will, by 

the way), wouldn’t it be better if God kept senseless tragedies (like planes crashing to the 

ground) from happening, wouldn’t it be better if God just revealed his presence more plainly so 

we would not have to struggle in faith to see him.”  However, if God took away our free will and 

simply left us no options but to do good things, and if he left us no doubts as to his action and 

existence, then we would be like robots under his control with no choice but to serve him, we 

would not be the free human beings that he created us to be.  We judge what is best, and how 

things should happen, based upon our own limited human wisdom, ... but ... those who have been 

given the gift of wisdom from God begin to have an understanding of why God allows the things 

he does to happen, and why he has set up the universe and our human condition the way it is. 

  Solomon understood that there was a difference between human wisdom and God’s 

wisdom.  He knew that in our human wisdom we look for things that seem to us to be best, and 

also those things that will give us an immediate benefit.  In our wisdom we can loose sight of the 

“big picture” and focus too much on this earthly life and not enough on the life to come.  Also 

we tend to forget that God has a way of turning life struggles and peoples’ bad use of free will 

into blessings.  We can’t judge the events of today properly because we do not know what is to 

come in the future.  Solomon understood all this and realized that to judge right from wrong is 

not as simple as it looks to us.  He asked to be given God’s wisdom, and the selflessness of his 



action - not looking for the immediate and temporary benefits for himself, but wanting to see the 

“big picture” - moved God who gave him the wisdom he asked for.   

 At the heart of Jesus’ parable in the gospel today is a challenge for us to let go of the 

human wisdom that we find so valuable.  The person finds the treasure in the field and sells all 

he had to get the field, the merchant sells all he has to buy the one pearl. ... What Jesus suggests 

is not necessarily in line with good human wisdom.  Putting everything you have at risk for a 

single treasure (especially since there is always a question as to exactly how much this treasure 

will compensate for all the losses) is risky.  Our human wisdom resists surrendering control and 

causes us to distrust God’s wisdom and cling to worldly values and material objects for security.  

However, Jesus asks us to let go of all these things to obtain the pearl of wisdom that is beyond 

price, and to begin to see things as God sees them.  In saying this Jesus is not telling everyone to 

give away everything and live in the woods, or not to open a 401K, or not prudently provide for 

the future - but rather to not find our safety and security in human wisdom and the things of this 

world alone - there things of greater value. 

 If we can let go of the anxiety that causes us to focus on our own wisdom - and realize 

the greater peace we can have through following God’s lead, if we can realize that struggles and 

unfortunate events are part of a larger tapestry of meaning (and resist the urge to plan how God 

could have acted better, or try to tell him whose free will he ought to have curbed) - then we will 

begin to see God allowing all people their human freedom, yet at the same time, working things 

out for a good that is beyond what we would have planned in our limited human wisdom.  It is 

not about how much stuff we have, or how much control of life we take - if we operate in God’s 

wisdom we will have enough of these things without relying on them and focusing on them too 

much.  St. Paul reminds us all of the reality of the “big picture” when he says: We know that all 

things work out for good for those who love God.  God’s wisdom shows us what other “goods” 

will come if we can cooperate with God and trust in him as he works things out.  To live as Jesus 

demands will entail struggle - however, regardless of our choice to follow or not, struggle is 

inevitable.  The question is what treasure are you struggling for, what is your pearl of great 

price?  The Catechism encourages us in our daily struggles by saying:  Dream that the more you 

struggle, the more you prove the love that you bear your God, ... the more you will rejoice with 

your beloved, in a happiness and rapture that can never end.


